
2019 Tenterfield Legend:
John Munro

PROGRAM

"Aussie Mates”
5 - 7 April 2019

TICKETS
Phone 0484 904 553 or 0407 203 728

trybooking.com/buy-tickets
Pre-purchased tickets Recommended

Accommodation & general information call 
Tenterfield Visitors Information Centre (02) 6736 1082
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For the right advice in buying  
& selling property & livestock, 
consult the Ray White Rural  
Tenterfield team.

After Hours

Ben Sharpe  
0428 364 487

Ben Johnston  
0413 188 191

Libby Sharpe  
0429 362 080

Mark Clothier  
0459 111 083

Prue Birch  
0428 363 060

Jenni Donges  
0439 362 630

Ray White Rural Tenterfield Office
284 Rouse Street,
Tenterfield NSW 2372
P 02 6736 1136
F 02 6736 2630
tenterfield.nsw@raywhite.com

raywhitetenterfield.com.au
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Oracles of the Bush 2019
Welcome from Mayor Peter Petty

It is with great pleasure 
and is indeed an honour, to 
welcome everybody to this, 
Tenterfield’s 23rd Oracles of 
the Bush. 

The Oracles is still the 
only stand-alone Poetry 
Festival held in this country 
and I commend the current 
Committee of volunteers for 
the outstanding job they do. 

With the choice of Mr 
John Munro as Legend and 
the theme being “Aussie 

Mates”, with John, they are one and the same. 
John Munro is truly an “Aussie Mate”.  Always 

standing up for the better or for whoever is in need, 
offering a helping hand or a willing ear.

John’s association with this area is long - not only 
through his many years running the Royal Hotel, his 
involvement in local Rugby League (both Junior and 
Senior) and a passionate Rabbitos supporter, working 
for Tenterfield Shire Council for twenty four (24) years, 
and he remains heavily involved in fund raising for 
Legacy.

This man is truly deserving of the Legend title. Well 
done mate!

As always, the four (4) day Festival is a must for people 
to attend and I wish the Committee every success over 
this period.  I know that our many visitors will enjoy their 
stay in our wonderful area. 

All the best for Oracles 2019.

Great Coffee ~ Great Food

234 Rouse Street
Tenterfield NSW 2372

Ph: 02 6736 2224

Peter Petty
Mayor
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The ‘Yellow Shirt Brigade’ are excited to welcome 
patrons to the 2019 Oracles of the Bush.  One of the 
highlights for the committee each year is the manner 
in which locals, visitors and our entertainers greet 
each other like old mates, put aside the modern day 
hassles, and settle back and enjoy a weekend of Aussie 
mateship.

Our theme this year is “Aussie Mates”.  2019 legend, 
John Munro, is the perfect choice for our ‘Aussie Mates” 
theme.  This year we not only honour John but the 
entire Munro family for their contribution to Tenterfield.  
Following in the footsteps of his ancestors John is a 
dedicated and passionate Legacy volunteer.  In keeping 
with the family tradition he became the licensee of the 
Royal Hotel, which had been in the family since the early 
1920’s.   He continued the Munro family’s involvement 
in many sporting and community organisations. Now in 
retirement he is simply a good mate to all.  

We have a beautiful new garden for patrons to explore 
and fun galore at the Oracles race meeting. There will 
be poetry in the National Park, terrific country hospitality 
and food, concerts and poetry competitions, museums 
and markets.

On Friday we will celebrate our young people at the 
Children’s Concert and Art Competition. Tenterfield 
Shire Council has granted us a community donation 
to assist with providing poetry school workshops and 
travel assistance for remote schools. We very much 
appreciate the support from Council and look forward 
to final results from the school children.

Committee Report
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The 2019 entertainment lineup is excellent.The 
talented group of poets and balladeer is led by Marco 
Gliori and bound to please. For the three days of 
Oracles we aim to ensure that the heritage and culture 
of Australian Bush Poetry and Aussie mateship is alive 
and kicking in 2019.

We acknowledge the local businesses, Tenterfield 
community and visitors who continue to support this 
event.  2019 marks the 23rd Oracles of the Bush. Our 
amazingly diverse committee members work, laugh 
and play hard all year and it is our pleasure to present 
another event.

Put a smile on your face and lets all strive to make 
at least one new mate at Oracles this year.  Relax and 
enjoy our beautiful town and the fun we have in store 
for you. 

Support the Sponsors - that support the Oracles
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In 2019 Oracles of the 
Bush celebrates the theme, 
‘Aussie Mates’ and it is a 
pleasure to honour Mr. John 
Munro as this year’s legend, 
a genuine Aussie character 
always ready to offer the 
hand of friendship to all and 
sundry.   We not only honour 
John but also pay tribute 
to the entire Munro family 
for their contribution to the 
Tenterfield community. 

Born in Tenterfield, John 
was the first son of Jim and Pat Munro. He has three 
siblings, Bill, Richard and Mike.  John attended primary 
school in Tenterfield and completed his education at St 
Joseph’s College in Sydney.  After leaving school he was 
employed in the Bank of NSW for several years.  While 
stationed in Tenterfield he took a year’s leave to help out 
in the family business and never returned to the bank.

His grandparents, Roy and Linda Munro came to 
Tenterfield in the early 1920’s from Bathurst and took over 
the iconic Royal Hotel.  This was the beginning of a strong 
community commitment to Tenterfield by three generations 
of the Munro family – Roy and Linda, Jim and Pat, John and 
Kaye and their children.   The hotel was operated by the 
family for 70 years with only three licensees, Grandfather 
Roy, Grandmother Linda and finally in the late 1960’s John 
took the reins. He held the license until 25th January, 1990 
when the hotel was sold.

The Royal Hotel was THE Tenterfield meeting place. A 
good honest country pub where families were welcome, 
the food was good and the beer was always cold.   A 
wonderful community tradition which is now sadly lost 
in modern society.  In fact the first ever ‘Meet the Poets’ 
Oracles breakfast was held at the Royal Hotel in 1997.   

Yes, it was a business but to the Munro family it was 
also an opportunity to give back to their community.   Their 
generosity had no limits and was extended to anyone in 
need regardless of the circumstances. Many sporting and 
community groups would not have survived without the 
Royal Hotel’s sponsorship. But it is the behind the scenes 
acts of friendship the Munro family is renowned for.  The 
mysterious food that appeared when a family was in crisis 

THE LEGEND
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or the unsolicited financial assistance when someone 
lost their job and the list goes on. Quiet generosity and 
mateship is as natural as breathing.

John learned a lot from his parents and grandparents 
and their values run strong in his veins.  While John was 
licensee the hotel was affectionately known by many as 
‘Munro’s orphanage’. John had a knack of attracting young 
men who were down on their luck or perhaps in trouble. 
In particular, any young fellow new to town who looked 
like he might make a good footy player was always on 
John’s radar and taken under his wing.   They were given 
a room and contacts for a job and a no strings attached 
opportunity to make a go of it.    A past orphan told me the 
rules were – ‘it is okay to play hard but play bad and you’re 
out!’  John recalls some blokes were hard work and without 
a good end result but those who used the opportunity to 
improve their life gave him immense satisfaction and he 
was proud to be their mate.   Many ‘orphans’ have made 
their home in Tenterfield and others have moved on.  Like 
a true mate John still touches base as often as he can.

The term, Aussie mates, is epitomised by the men and 
women who have fought for our great country.  John’s 
Grandfather, Roy, fought in World War 1 and his Father, 
Jim, in World War 11. Jim was shot down over Berlin in 
1943 and became a Prisoner of War.  Sadly, Jim died at the 
age of 42 when John was just 17.  Jim’s squadron – 460 
Squadron – is still active today.  Each year John and his 
brothers travel to Canberra to attend the 460 Squadron 
dinner in memory of their Dad.

Inspired by his Grandfather and father and the 
assistance given to his own family, John is a passionate 
Legacy volunteer. His father was a foundation member of 
the Tenterfield Legacy branch.

Established in 1923 by ex-servicemen Legacy has the 
aim of caring for the dependents of incapacitated and 
deceased Australian service men and women.  Legacy is a 
voluntary organisation supported by veterans, servicemen 
and women, and volunteers drawn from all walks of life. 

At a time when Legacy membership was restricted to 
ex-servicemen John desperately wanted to follow in his 
Dad’s footsteps and join the organisation.   He approached  
local Legacy member, Dr. Dick Keating for assistance.    

The time had arrived when it was obvious that volunteers 
other than ex-servicemen would be needed to continue the 
work of Legacy. After 2 years of lobbying John became 
one of the first non-servicemen accepted into Legacy and 
says he clearly remembers the excitement he felt on the 
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day Dr Keating informed him he had been accepted.
From that day forward John has been a devoted and 

tireless advocate for Legacy in Tenterfield.  Today there are 
31 local widows in need of assistance.   John is personally 
responsible for the care of nine ladies who he contacts 
regularly.  Support is not limited and can be as little as 
getting a load of wood or a major task like painting a house. 
Most importantly he says it is assuring to these ladies 
that they are not forgotten and that Legacy assistance is 
always nearby.

Each year the local Legacy group holds a fundraising 
golf day on the closest Sunday to Remembrance Day and 
sells Legacy badges on the first Friday of September. 
John spends endless hours preparing for these events 
and all money raised is available to assist local Legacy 
recipients.

 When you talk to John you can actually feel his 
passion and the respect he has for Legacy, the RSL and 
servicemen and women.

50 years ago John wasn’t happy with the way 2-Up 
was being run on Anzac day so he approached the RSL 
members and offered to run it guaranteeing to increase 
their takings.   Consequently 2-Up was held at the Royal 
Hotel every Anzac Day until 2017 when the hotel closed. 
The game was moved to the Telegraph Hotel and still run 
by John and his mates.  

Anzac Day, 2-Up, Munro, 50 years – Legendary!
The other thing you will notice talking to John is his 

admiration for young people.  He loves nothing more 
than to meet a young man in the street and greet them 
by shaking their hand.   He laments that the importance 
of traditional manners is lost on today’s youth.  He prides 
himself on manners, honesty, loyalty and respect.  Yes and 
he does still tip his hat to the ladies! Whenever he has the 
chance he reminds young boys and girls of the importance 
of respect and manners.  His favourite line is - ‘if you can 
look someone in the eye and have a strong handshake 
you will do okay in life.’ 

Senior and Junior Tenterfield Rugby League and Little 
Athletics have benefited from John’s passion for sport.   
He is affectionately known as Mr. Rugby League.  Over 
time he has probably performed every role from orange 
boy, to player to committee person and was responsible 
for many juniors attending training camps. He also gets 
a little over zealous if ever South Sydney Rabbitohs look 
like winning in the NRL!
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About 5 years ago John had a health scare and in 
preparation for surgery he was advised to take up walking.  
Always an athlete he took this advice seriously.  He got 
his body in shape and after recovery just kept walking. 
He has a regimented routine and can be seen pounding 
the walkways, at speed, at least twice a day.

After the hotel was sold John had a complete change of 
career and worked for the Tenterfield Shire Council as the 
depot store man until he officially retired in 2014.  Even in 
retirement his calendar is very full and it is difficult to get 
an audience with the Legend.   

John is a proud father of four children, from his marriage 
to Kaye, Amanda, Jimmy, Paul and Damien. John 
remarried to Trish in 1995 and gained two step-children, 
Melissa and Troy. Sadly, Trish passed away in 2013 and 
Troy in 2011. He has always been very supportive and 
active in the lives of his children and 14 grandchildren 
attending as many of their sporting, school and special 
life events as possible.   To see John sharing a milkshake 
with a couple of high school kids (the grandchildren) on 
a Friday afternoon is really special.   

I asked John to describe Tenterfield and the meaning 
of a mate to me.  He simply replied – ‘It is my town, our 
town. I was born here and I will die here.  We have an 
amazing community that pulls together no matter how dire 
the circumstances.  We must survive.’

Although there is quite a serious side to John Munro 
the spirit of a cheeky larrikin forms part of his unique 
character.

 Is it really possible to bail someone out with TAB 
tickets? 

 When you see John at Oracles stop and have a chat and 
find out the answer.   There are so many larrikan stories 
to tell but unfortunately space is limited

He has no desire to have his name up in lights or be 
in the public limelight, John Munro, is simply a genuine 
caring mate to all who cross his path.   He is humble and 
the title of legend doesn’t sit easily on his shoulders.  The 
world needs more ‘Aussie Mates’ like John Munro.
Compiled by Carmel Rose,
Photograph by Jenni Donges
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Open Garden

It brings us much pleasure to share our garden with you 
during the Oracles of the Bush festival, here in Tenterfield 
on the weekend of Saturday the 6th – Sunday the 7th of 
April 2019 between 10am – 4pm.

Glenrock Gardens is an award-winning country 
garden set in the high country of New England in the 
historic and pretty town of Tenterfield, NSW, Australia. 
It is the perfect venue for all events including weddings, 
workshops and garden tours and is spectacular in all of 
the four well-defined seasons. The 10-acre gardens were 

voted the Best Australian 
Garden by the viewers and 
readers of Better Homes 
and Gardens in 2006. They 
are incorporated within a 
working farm and although 
the gardens are very much 
designed in the English-
style with dry stone rock 
walls throughout, they are 

also surrounded and interspersed with iconic Australian 
bushland. Facilities include a restroom, but there is no 
cafe on site. Due to the size of the garden, a duration of 
1 to 2 hours is recommended.

84 Robinsons Lane, Tenterfield, NSW, 2372
Ph: 02 6736 1831 / 0417 733 085

www.glenrockgardens.com.au
glenrockgardens@gmail.com

Insta: @glenrockgardens | Facebook: facebook.com/
glenrockgardenstenterfield

Annie and Chris Jones
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Last year we conducted the inaugural Oracles Twilight 
Race Meeting.  We admit it was an unknown and a tad 
risky.  However, we had so much fun and learnt so much 
we have decided to hold it again this year. 

We invite patrons to frock up and come enjoy a night of 
fun and laughter at the races.  
Ladies there is great prizes up 
for grabs in the fashions of the 
field and of course everyone 
can enjoy an on-course 
flutter, cold refreshments 
and entertainment.   There 
will be finger food during the 
night but please note it is not 
a meal. 

   M & H Bookies have 
confirmed their attendance 
for 2019 and promise a 
new streamlined system.  
Local businesses are kindly 
sponsoring and providing 
some jockeys for individual races. The prize pool is 
increasing as these deals are finalised.  

Rumor has it two trainers from last year have been 
secretly preparing nominations for 2019. Fortunately an 
extra steward has been engaged to control suspicious 
behavior.    Connections of Pelican Perfect are searching 
for a new jockey following the suspension of their former 
jockey, Lucy Sullivan.

Guaranteed to be a fun night to kick start Oracles of 
the Bush. Come along and get into the spirit and enjoy 
something a bit different.

Cost $25 per person includes a
complimentary drink and finger food.

Legends Twilight Race Meeting

Cnr Scott & Molesworth Sts, Tenterfield NSW 2372 
p: 0267 361023   e: admin@tenterfieldbowlingclub.com.au  

www.tenterfieldbowlingclub.com.au
For Restaurant bookings call 0267 361848

Welcome all visitors to
Oracles of the Bush 2019

 come & enjoy the Bowling Club &
all its facilities while in town. 



Page 10   •    Oracles of the Bush 2019

Whether you are visiting Tenterfield for the first time 
or as a return visitor, there is always plenty to do in this 
beautiful town.

When you speak to the locals a little sparkle appears in 
their eyes as they talk of their home town.  They will tell 
you about the amazing natural beauty and national parks. 
They will describe the beauty of a colourful Tenterfield 
Autumn and summer swimming trips to Boonoo Boonoo 
Falls and climbing ‘The 
Rock’.  They will talk 
about the history and 
beautiful old buildings.   
They will point out their 
favourite coffee shop 
and direct you to the 
many quirky boutique 
shops the town has to 
offer. Most of all they 
love to talk about the 
people who make this 
town tick.

Thinking of the Oracles, ‘Aussie Mates’ theme and how 
it fitted with Tenterfield we decided to randomly ask some 
residents their opinion.   You will see their comments all 
have a common thread – the community!

We look forward to welcoming you to our community at 
Oracles 2019.

‘For me, the smoke billowing from chimney tops on a 
winters sunset, the ‘hello, how are you?’ as you walk the 
Main Street, the frost bitten pastures to the fresh summer 
growth, our facades stooped in history, the big trees and 
their stories, the fresh air, the simplicity and style, the 
natural beauty and charm of our small town. Its home 
and 100% where my heart is! But above all else, it’s the 
people. Their ability to create, work hard, their passion, 
their stories and smiles.’ - Matt Richardson.

‘For me, it has been my home for 89 years and I have 
never had the desire to call anywhere else home.   It is 
such a giving town, in a crisis you don’t have to ask for 
help it just happens. Thinking of the way this community 
looks after each other makes me a bit teary. I feel safe 
and love the friendship shown to me and in particular the 
cheery hello from complete strangers.  The community is 
the meat in the Tenterfield sandwich, the pulsing heart of 
the town’ - Maree Parker.

Our Town
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Do you know My Tenterfield
It is a place where time is marked by the changing seasons.  

Four distinct seasons with four different worlds with their own 
temperament, smells, energy and emotion.

Autumn is marked by golden carpets that hide the sky.  
By a million leaves that fall, and in time, just beg to be thrown 

in great big crackly handfuls.  
By burnished colours that appear in glorious trees, that 

sometimes are simply too beautiful to believe.  
 Autumn is marked by colour.  

By an endless, beautiful exquisite range of colour.

Text / photo © Lara Flanagan

For me, it’s that real feeling of always being home. I love 
that connection I have to every part of this beautiful town. 
It’s the joy of having the journey of my childhood through 
to raising my own children, all here, in this town, the pieces 
of my 44 years are all here, surrounded by the warmth of 
a tender embrace of this wonderful loving community. I 
love that I get goosebumps when I drive into town after a 
trip away. I love that feeling of pride when I look around 
the beautiful district, and I know without any doubt, I’m in 
the best place in the whole world. Tenterfield is part of me, 
and I am part of her. I carry Tenterfield with me wherever 
I am. -  Tracey Butler.

For information on all there is to see and do, visit 
Tenterfield Visitors Information Centre;

157 Rouse Street ~ Phone 02 6736 1802 
www.tenterfieldtourism.com.au
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All Hands on Deck for 2019

Patrons who attended Oracles last year probably met 
our two junior committee members, Rissie & Archie. 
They are rearing to go again in 2019.
They will be on hand at various functions helping and 

ready to make your Oracles visit more enjoyable.  In fact, 
the twins have volunteered to be in charge of re-cycling.  
They will be ensuring that bottles from the various venues 
are collected and packed correctly.    After Oracles they 
will take them to the re-cycling machine and donate the 
money to a charity of their choice on behalf of Oracles.  
We think this is a great contribution by Rissie and 

Archie.  Their 
enthusiasm to 
be involved in 
the community 
is infectious and 
we are delighted 
to have them as 
part of the ‘yellow 
shirts’.  Be sure 
to say hello and 
help them with 
their re-cycling 
duties.
This is a great shot from 2018 of the twins enjoying a 

well deserved cuppa.  They were up at 5am and out at 
Bald Rock to help at the Poetry Under the Rock event.

Junior Activities
A major focus of Oracles of the Bush management 

committee has always been to provide a platform for 
local children to express themselves and develop 
confidence to perform in the public arena.  The junior 
poetry competition, art competition and Children’s 
Concert are all designed with this in mind.  

Each year a professional poet is engaged to conduct 
poetry writing skills and performance workshops at the 
local schools.  We acknowledge the generous financial 
contribution of the Tenterfield Shire Council which will 
assist in funding these workshops in 2019.

Each year it is rewarding to see the results of the 
workshops as the children perform and submit their 
poetry and art works. Young performers have improved 
dramatically over the years and the standard of art 
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works continues to grow in stature.  The art works are 
displayed in the Memorial Hall, please take the time to 
appreciate them.  This year the theme of Aussie Mates 
is sure to provide some interesting pieces.   

Thank you to the teachers who encourage their 
students to write, paint and perform.  

Don’t be misled by the title ‘Children’s Concert’ 
it is strongly supported and enjoyed by ‘big kids’ 
masquerading as children’s chaperones!

Come along and enjoy the delights of youth.

Junior Art Competition
Our theme for 2019 is

‘Aussie Mates’
All sections should have this theme.  3D constructions 

are always welcome. 
 Section 1: Infants
 Section 2: Lower Primary
 Section 3: Upper Primary
 Section 4: Secondary - Yrs 7-10
 Section 5: Secondary - Yrs 11-12
 Section 6: Primary Indigenous
 Section 7: Secondary Indigenous

All works will be on display in the Soldiers Memorial 
Hall for the duration of the Oracles events.

Entries are to be mounted on card with name, age, 
section and school 
printed clearly on the 
back.

Entries close:
22nd March 2019
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Thursday 4th April

Induction of 2018 Oracles Legend
Tenterfield Transport Museum

Francis Street
7 pm for 7.30 pm $35

Pre-purchased tickets ESSENTIAL
Bookings close 22nd March 2019

Friday 5th April
Lions Club Brekkie in the Park

8 am Bruxner Park $15
Marco Gliori, Melanie Hall, Susie Carcary

Neil McArthur and Errol Gray
Pre-Purchased tickets ESSENTIAL

Children’s Concert
10 am – Soldiers Memorial Hall

$4 p/p or $10 families
Marco Gliori, Melanie Hall, Susie Carcary

and Errol Gray

Opening Art & Crafts Display
10 am – Visitors Centre $5

Neil McArthur
Open 10 am – 3 pm Friday to Sunday

Opening Centenary Museum Display
12:30 pm 

Marco Gliori and Errol Gary
Adults $5 Children $2

Gold Coin donation for afternoon tea
Museum opens daily 10 am to 4 pm

Looming Legend 1st Heat
2:30 pm – Soldiers Memorial Hall $4

Legends Twilight Race Meeting
6.30 pm – Soldiers Memorial Hall $25

Includes finger food
Pre-Purchase Tickets ESSENTIAL 
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Breakfast 7.30 am

Tenterfield Golf Club $17
Neil McArthur and Errol Gray

Tenterfield Motor Inn $17
Melanie Hall and Susie Carcary.

Bald Rock National Park $15
(includes entry into Park)

Tea and Damper with Marco Gliori.
(Bring a chair)

Pre-purchased Tickets ESSENTIAL

Markets at Railway Station Museum
Markets 9 am to 12 noon

10 am Errol Gary
Museum Opening hours 9 am to 4 pm

Glenrock Open Garden
10 am to 4 pm - $10

84 Robinsons Lane, Tenterfield

Artists’ Collective Studio
10 am - $12

Exhibition of the Collective Members latest work
Morning Tea with Neil McArthur

Tenterfield Lodge & Caravan Park
Traditional Aussie Morning Tea with

Mel and Susie
10.30 am - $20

Pre-purchased tickets ESSENTIAL

Tenterfield Transport Museum Inc.
Country Style Roast Lunch

Francis Street – 12 noon - $40
Mel, Susie and Errol

Bar available
Pre-purchase Tickets ESSENTIAL

Bookings close 27 March 2019

Saturday 6th April 
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Arrajay Downs
Paddock to Plate

324 Bryans Gap Road
Gates open 11.30 am 

Lunch 12 noon -$42 BYO
Marco Gliori and Neil McArthur

Pre-purchased tickets ESSENTIAL

Looming Legend 2nd Heat
3.30 pm - $4

Soldiers Memorial Hall

Poets Concert
7.30 pm Soldiers Memorial Hall - $25

Doors open 7 pm
Marco Gliori, Melanie Hall, Susie Carcary

Neil McArthur and Errol Gray
2019 Junior Looming Legend

Pre-purchased tickets RECOMMENDED

Poets Brawl
8am – Jubilee Park

Breakfast $15
Bring your own Chair

Wet weather Soldiers Memorial Hall
Pre-purchased tickets ESSENTIAL

Tenterfield Presbyterian Church Service
10 am to 11 am

Presbyterian Complex, cnr Logan & Manners Streets 

Glenrock Open Garden
10 am to 4 pm - $10

84 Robinsons Lane, Tenterfield

Grand Final Looming Legend
12 pm - $15

Soldiers Memorial Hall

Oracles Farewell 
at the end of the Grand Final

Soldiers Memorial Hall
Bar and BBQ available

Sunday 7th April
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2019 will see St Stephen’s Presbyterian Church host 
its 9th Oracles Church Service.  

Tenterfield Presbyterian is just one member of a 
broader Christian Community here in Tenterfield.  And 
for our part, we have been worshipping God, preaching 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ and loving and caring for ‘our 
neighbours’ for just over 138 years. 

And it all started on 2nd February 1881, when faithful 
men and women gathered in the School of Arts Building, 
Tenterfield to discuss its formation.  Three years on 
saw the first service held on 2nd November 1884 in the 
historical Logan St. 
church.

A most  we l l -
known event was 
the marriage of 
Alice Walker to 
Banjo Paterson on 
8th April, 1903.

Today the church 
is a vibrant, happy 
and growing family 
believing, preaching, and following the truth of the Bible, 
words written over a 1500 year period; words written by 
faithful men as they were inspired by the Holy Spirit to 
do so; words written that we might know God’s will for 
our lives.

(Gospel of John chapter 20 v 31)  ‘These words were 
written so that anyone who might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ (Messiah), the Son of God; and that by believing 
(our story); they might have life through God’s son’.  

What a promise!  Simple but profound!  
Plan to come early and come dressed in ‘period 

costume’ to enter into the spirit of the occasion - then 

St Stephen’s Presbyterian Church
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Service time:  10 to 11 am Sunday 7th April 2019.
Location:   ‘Presbyterian complex’ cr. Logan & Manners  
 Streets. Tenterfield.
Phone:  02 6736 5849 / 0415265454
Email: tenterfieldpresbyterian@gmail.com
Web:  tp4c.org.au
Facebook:  Like us @ Tenterfield Presbyterian Family

Tenterfield Art & Craft Society Inc

Tenterf ield Art  & 
Craft Society Inc are 
pleased to partner with 
Oracles of the Bush in 
it’s 23rd year. What a 
wonderful weekend of 
poetry, art and craft 
and celebration in our 

wonderful town.
Come and enjoy the 

creative works of our talented members. Quilts and more 
will be on display at the Visitors Centre. We will also have 
a raffle quilt and our 10th annual weekend “Charity 
Quiltathon “ quilts will be on display. Over the past 9 
years we have made 450+ quilts with the generous 
support from organisations and our community. 
Your support will help us to continue supporting the 

communities affected by natural disasters.
Opening 10 am Friday with morning tea and a poet.

Open Saturday and Sunday
Entry is $5

Raffle quilt $2

stay for the best morning tea ever! 
Be part of the ‘in crowd’ and join Australia’s largest 

event held every weekend 52 weeks of the year.  What 
is Australia’s largest event?  Church attendance! No. 
1 now for 231 years straight! (Australian census 2016)
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AN ECLECTIC RANGE OF ANTIQUES, 
COLLECTABLES AND SO MUCH MORE

369 Rouse St Tenterfield (Opposite The Tavern) 
Open 10-4 Ph 0419696036 

Email theunicornshorn@my.com 
www.theunicornshornemporium.com

COME AND SEE FOR YOURSELF 
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2019 Oracles of the Bush

“Aussie Mates”
TICKET ORDER 

Pre-purchased tickets are ESSENTIAL for these activities.

EvEnt ............................................... PricE no of     total 
........................................................  tickEts     cost

Induction of Legend Dinner ..........@ $35   $ ______
Lions Club Brekkie in the Park .....@ $15    $ ______
Children’s Concert .........................@ $4    $ ______

Family @ $10   $ ______
Twilight Races                See Story @ $25    $ ______
Breakfast with the Poets

Tenterfield Golf Club @ $17   $ ______
Tenterfield Motor Inn  @ $17   $ ______

            Bald Rock National Park  @ $15   $ ______
Tenterfield Lodge Garden Tea  .....@ $20   $ ______
Artists’ Collective Morning Tea ....@ $12   $ ______
Tenterfield Transport Museum Inc  
              Country Style Roast Lunch  @ $40   $ ______
Arrajay Downs (BYO)  .....................@ $42   $ ______
MAIN CONCERT  ...........................@ $25   $ ______
Poets Brawl and Breakfast ...........@ $15   $ ______
Grand Final Looming Legend .......@ $15   $ ______

TOTAL $  _________

Name: .............................................. Ph:  .....................................

Address: .......................................... ........................................... 

I enclose cheque/money order for $ .......................................... 
or charge my     Visa       Master Card

Signature:  ............................................................................................. 

Card Holders Name: .............................................................................

      Expiry Date:  ______  /  ______

PO Box 372, Tenterfield NSW 2372
Email: oraclesofthebush@gmail.com

Phone: 0407 203 728  or  0484 904 553
trybooking.com/buy-tickets

Refunds: 75% - 14 day notice;  Under 14 days - none

CVV
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ENTRY FORMS

Name: .......................................................................... 

Address: ...................................................................... 

Telephone: ................................................................... 

Email: ........................................................................... 

Sections Entered: ........................................................ 

Title of Entry: ............................................................... 
Send Entry Forms to:

Oracles of the Bush, PO Box 372 Tenterfield NSW 2372
or Email: oraclesofthebush@gmail.com

Photocopies of Entry form are acceptable. Additional Entry 
Forms available at www.oraclesofthebush.com

Written Sections
• FREE ENTRY •

Name: .......................................................................... 

Address: ...................................................................... 

Telephone: ................................................................... 

Email: ........................................................................... 

Sections Entered: ........................................................ 

Title of Entry: ...............................................................

2nd Choice Title of Entry: ............................................

...................................................................................... 
Send Entry Forms to:

Oracles of the Bush, PO Box 372 Tenterfield NSW 2372
or Email: oraclesofthebush@gmail.com

Photocopies of Entry form are acceptable. Additional Entry 
Forms available at www.oraclesofthebush.com

Performance Sections
• FREE ENTRY •
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OPEN AIR POETS BRAWL & BREAKFAST

Download the Tenterfield

An audio walk of Tenterfield’s history and stories

Apple  App Store 
& Google Play

Tenterfield’s natural beauty and Oracles fun can 
only be appreciated if body and mind are well fuelled. 
An open air breakfast and poets brawl is the perfect 
solution.

Simply follow the aroma of sizzling bacon, sausages, 
eggs and the famous 
Oracles ‘train smash’ and 
you will find yourself in 
Jubilee Park for one of 
Oracles favourite events. 
Fortify the body with a 
hearty breakkie before 
settling back to fortify the 
mind with mad cap poets 

brawl entertainment.   The brawl is exciting rushes of 
poetry as poets, amateur and professional, take each 
other on to prove their talents.

 Given a short time to write their verse, the poets are 
then called on to perform, stopping instantly on the 
‘gong’.  Poets not obeying the ‘gong’ are usually last 
seen being carried off headfirst towards the creek.

The action is fast, 
clever and humorous.  
Audience appreciation 
i s  the  judge  and 
bribery is rampant.  
Participation in the 
brawl is open and 
contestants register 
with Marco on the day.

When the dust settles take the time to enjoy a relaxing 
stroll around this beautiful park to complete a perfect 
Autumn Sunday morning.
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Tenterfield’s Oracles of the Bush
Looming Legend Bush Poetry Competition

5th - 7th April 2019
Our theme for 2019 
‘Aussie Mates’

Adult Sections
Total Prize Money: in excess of $3000 plus Trophies - Free Entry
WRITTEN - $400 Prize (each section)
Section 1. Poem with humorous theme
Section 2. Poem celebrating ‘Aussie Mates’

PERFORMANCE
Contestants in the Novice section will perform in ordinary heats 
but will be judged for a separate award.
Section 3. NOVICE: $100 
 For performers who have not previously entered 
 State Championships or Looming Legend
Section 4. Original Work - see Rule 7
 Prize: $1019  Runner-up: $200
Section 5. Previously published works by other poets
 Prize: $400  Runner-up $200
Children’s Sections
WRITTEN
Section 6. Infants: 4 - 20 lines
 1st: $50 donated by Struck family
 $25 Encouragement Oracles of the Bush
Section 7. Primary: 9 years and under: 10 - 20 lines
Section 8.  Primary: 10 years and over: 12 - 30 lines
Section 9.  Secondary: 12 - 40 lines
 Prizes (sections 7, 8 & 9)
 $50.00 donated by Rose family
 $25 Encouragement Prize donated by
 Centenary Cottage and Carolynne Newman
PERFORMANCE
Child to perform any poem with a bush spirit-original or otherwise.
Section 10. Infant Children from all districts
 1st  - $50 $25 Encouragement Prize
 Sponsored by Oracles of the Bush Inc
Section 11. Primary Children from all districts
 1st - $50 donated by Jan Cross

 $25 Oracles Encouragement Prize
Section 12. Secondary Children from all Districts
 1st  - $50 $25 Encouragement Award
 Sponsored by Oracles of the Bush Inc 

For an Entry Form call Oracles of the Bush
 Mob 0484 904 553 or 0407 203 728
Email: oraclesofthebush@gmail.com

See your School or visit the website www.oraclesofthebush.com
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Tenterfield’s Oracles of the Bush
LOOMING LEGEND COMPETITION

2019
CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

1. Judges’ decision is final and no correspondence will be entered 
 into.
2. Queries to be addressed to the Oracles Committee.
3. Late entries will not be accepted.
4. Children’s sections are only open to those attending school.
5. Adult sections are for those 17 years and over.
6. Professionally contracted performers at Oracles, past and present, 
 are ineligible to enter.
7. Except for Sections 3, 5, 10, 11 and 12 all works should be original 
 and not have won a previous Oracles of the Bush event. Same 
 poem not to be performed more than once during entire 
 competition.
8. Rights for performance of non original works are the responsibility 
 of the performer. 
9. Copyright of original works remains with the author but the 
 organisers of the event reserve the right to publish selected entries, 
 use them for promotional purposes, and to have them performed 
 during the event.
10. Entries should be typed on one side of an A4 page. AUTHOR’S 
 NAME SHOULD NOT APPEAR ON THE WORK, but must be 
 attached as a cover note. ORIGINAL PLUS 3 COPIES. 
 PLEASE MARK ENTRY SECTIONS CLEARLY.
11. Entries will not be returned, so please keep your own copy.
12. PERFORMANCE: To compete for the Looming Legend Trophy, 
 Sections 3, 4, and 5 contestants must be able to perform in 
 Tenterfield 5th - 7th April 2019. Judges will select contestants and 
 notify them of inclusion in heats. Tapes are not necessary.  Each 
 heat will contain no more than 8 competitors in each section.  Three 
 competitors from each heat Section advance to finals.   Competitors 
 entering Section 3 must enter Section 4 or 5 or both. The best 
 performance by a novice entrant in either of these Sections will be 
 judged the winner of Section 3.
13. Closing date for entries: 15th March 2019.

Join us next year for 
a Celebration of Australian Bush  

Poetry, Plays, Ballads, Music and Fun
2-5 April 2020

R 
A 
C 
L 
E 
S 

OF THE 
BUSH

TENTERFIELD

For further information contact  
Mob: 0484 904 553 or 0407 203 728
Email: oraclesofthebush@gmail.com

or visit our web site
www.oraclesofthebush.com

Creating Another  Tenterfield Legend
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Meet the Poets
Marco Gliori is a former Rugby 
League playing Queensland 
Detective of Italian extraction 
who puts together the most 
popular Bush Verse and Story-
telling shows Australia has to 
offer.

A country boy and still a big 
kid at heart, Marco has, In the 
last twelve months hit the road 
again, featuring at Tamworth 
Country Music Festival, The 
Gympie Music Muster, The 
Banjo Paterson Festival in 

Orange, Wallaby Creek Folk Festival 
at Cooktown, and Jumpers and Jazz in Warwick, as well 
as hosting a swag of workshops for young writers across 
three states.

His original, hilarious, and sometimes poignant poetic 
landscapes feature the very best of this country’s 
characters, and of course the clumsiest. You will laugh 
along with his anecdotes and believable comedy poems, 
often inspired by reality, while proving once again that, 
‘Poets Never Lie!’
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Neil McArthur  
The Ratbag Of Rhyme

Neil McArthur - Bush 
Poet. Well more or less. 
But a writer and performer 
who uses the vehicle of 
traditional Aussie Rhyme 
and Meter to tell yarns 
about the contemporary 
life of the true Aussie 
Ratbags and Larrikins.

The illegitimate son of a 
depressed Circus Clown 
and a wayward one-legged Nun, Neil has been on the 
road for well over twenty years, with his sole mission being 
to use his collected Aussie yarns to put a grin on the dial 
of every Aussie he meets.

A regular performer and MC at Australia’s most popular 
Festivals, this Ratbag Of Rhyme tries his hardest to cause 
mayhem and halt the PC crusade infiltrating the country 
at present. From Gay Farmhands to Shooting Swaggies, 
From Euthenising his Grandpa to crashing into the one 
tree in a thousand miles, nothing is sacred, but all within 
a language-friendly and non-offensive style which has him 
in constant demand all around Australia at many different 
venues and corporate functions.

Many of his works, both Comedy and serious are being 
performed by many other poets both nationally and 
internationally and he is currently finding his feet once 
more with guitar and ukulele playing and is in the process 
of forming his new band, Neil Nasty and The Nimbin Love 
Children.

If you ever catch Neil in concert then hold onto your 
Akubra, crack a tinnie, and put your boots up and enjoy 
some real Aussie humour with the Ratbag Of Rhyme.
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Melanie Hall and 
Susan  Carcary 
are delighted to be 
back at Oracles of 
the Bush.  Susie 
had much success 
as a competitor at 
Oracles when she 
won both sections 
of the competition.  
Mel has been judging at Oracles for many years.

Mel and Susie teamed up to work professionally nearly 
10 years ago when they formed their two-woman Travelling 
Variety Show, ‘Mel and Susie on Tour’.  Since then they 
have traveled around Australia, to New Zealand and the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival in the UK

Mel and Susie have started their own business in 
Lightning Ridge,  A Hidden Gem. They offer shows and 
tours at their unique, off-grid art camp.
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ERROL GRAY - THE 
BACKYARD BALLADEER

Are politicians driving you 
mad, is the weather playing 
hell with your arthritis, has 
your wife run off to Bali 
with your best mate...? 
What you need is a good 
laugh, and the bloke who 
can help you eliminate all 
that gloom and doom, 
is Austral ia’s backyard 
balladeer, Errol Gray.

With his acoustic guitar and politically incorrect Aussie 
sense of humour, Errol has his audiences in stitches with 
his irreverent songs and stories that reflect everyday 
situations and misfortunes that happen to us all. His 
cultural classics such as Working For Centrelink, Take Me 
Where The Whiting Are Biting, They Wonder Why You Drink 
and The Handbag have been brightening up peoples’ 
lives for over 15 years.

Errol’s 9th studio album HAPPY HOUR, is exactly that, 
and designed to generate the laughs and maybe a couple 
of sentimental tears over a few beers with your mates at 
happy hour.

After 40 years in the country music business, Errol has 
seen a lot of funny things and has now put all the stories 
and anecdotes down on paper in his book STORIES OF 
MY LIFE. It’s an entertaining read and gives a great insight 
into the goings on of the Australian country music world.

You can access ERROL’S music online through all the 
online stores and streaming services such as iTunes and 
Spotify or by visiting his website www.errolgray.com.au 
and following the instructions.

Meet the Balladeer

Your One Stop Garden & Flower Shop

Loganlea
Nursery & Florist

Open 7 Days
Derby Street, Tenterfield 2372

Phone: 02 6736 2999   A/h 02 6736 2643
Email: loganlea@interfloraflorist.com.au
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Centenary Cottage Museum History

Centenary Cottage was built in 1871 by Thomas 
McGowan for Michael Egan.  The cottage was built on 
land purchased in the first sale of town land in March 
1854.
The cottage was sold to Alexander Stuart Donaldson 

in the late 1800’s.   
Arch Miller then bought the cottage in 1923 and he 

lived there for a short time.   Mr. Miller then built the 
house next door and the cottage was rented out until it 
was purchased by the Historical Society in 1969. 
Tenterfield & District Historical Society is another 

long standing volunteer organisation in Tenterfield.  
Members of the Society are responsible for Centenary 
Cottage and Petrie Cottage in Logan Street.  These 
cottages house an interesting and surprising Tenterfield 
museum featuring many rare and beautiful pieces.   A 
visit to Centenary Cottage is a must do for history buffs.
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What started as a discussion between three men with 
an idea has now turned into the building we have today 
to house the Tenterfield Transport Museum.

It has been a long ride and a lot of hard work. Tenterfield 
Transport Museum was incorporated in October 2003 with 
our first Show and Shine fundraiser held in November that 
year. Over the next 15 years we have continued with the 
Show and Shine as our major fundraising event.

The frame for the building was purchased in 2008 and 
put into storage for the next four years as discussions took 
place as to where it would be built.

Plans were put into Tenterfield Shire Council in 2012 for 
the address in Francis Street, with construction starting on 
that site in February 2013. The building process moved 
slowly as we needed to make money to pay for concrete 
and mesh for the building to proceed.

After completing the concrete, we then began to receive 
additional funding grants to assist with power, external 
walls and electrical fit out through Tenterfield Shire Council, 
Barnaby Joyce and Thomas George.

O u r  l o c a l 
b u i l d e r s , 
supp l ie rs  and 
the Tenterf ield 
Community have 
been instrumental 
throughout this 
whole pro ject 
getting it to what 
it is today. We 
are now a ‘not for 
profit community 
based’ organisation and fully self sufficient. 
Without such support we would not be where we are today.

Tenterfield Transport Museum
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Tenterfield Railway Station Museum

The members of the Tenterfield Railway Station 
Preservation Society are proud to again be partners with 
Oracles of the Bush with our Big Oracles Market – The 
Biggest of the Year.

For a small fee you can also visit our highly regarded 
Museum and experience a taste of true nostalgia. Check 
out some of our extensive collection of rolling stock in 
particular our newly restored 1928 UNION motor spirit 
wagon. You can also appreciate our beautiful old building 
designed by John Whitten the “Father of NSW Railway” 
and opened in 1886.

 

LEGENDARY   
TENTERFIELD GROWN BEEF  
& FAMOUS SAUSAGE KINGS 

118 HIGH STREET 
(Opposite Tenterfield Saddler) 

Phone/fax 0267 361178 
Email: pmeats@ozemail.com.au 

Like us on facebook 

‘Another Tenterfield Legend’ 

PREMIER MEATS 

Welcomes Oracles 
visitors  

Be sure to call in 
and say G’DAY to 
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Bald Rock

‘Poetry under the Rock’
Blackened  billy’s, full of tea, swaying over a flickering 

campfire and the smell of fresh damper drifting through 
the  misty  morning air is the unique Australian greeting 
you will receive when you join us for ‘Poetry under the 
Rock’  on Saturday , 6th April in Bald Rock National Park. 

Bald Rock is a massive granite dome 260 metres above 
the surrounding bush land, 750 metres long and 500 
metres wide and 1300 metres above sea level.  Climb to 
the top and it feels like you are on top of the world.

On Saturday morning you will spend time with the local 
National Parks and Wildlife Service ranger as he speaks 
of the history of our National Parks.  You will be treated to 
delicious billy tea, fresh damper and golden syrup.  In this 
majestic setting you will also experience the magic of bush 
poetry performed by one of Australia’s leading bush poets, 

Marco Gliori.  A 
t r u l y  A u s s i e 
experience not to 
be missed.

Tickets to Poetry 
under the Rock 
are l imi ted so 
book early. Please 
bring a chair and 
allow time for the 
drive (33kms).
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Our Previous
Legends ...

Jack Paul Sandy 

Pat Harry Tony 

Beryl 

Sandra 

Terry Aub

Fay Dick 

RIP

RIP
RIP

RIP

RIP
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Rhonda Grahame

NoelPhyllis Lorraine

Keith

Continuing Our 
Previous Legends ...

Perry Ken

RIP

Lucy

George
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More of our Business friends

148 ROUSE STREET
TENTERFIELD NSW 2372
PHONE: (02) 6736 1855

FAX: (02) 6736 1946
MOBILE: 0419 763 447

info@sextongreen.com.au
www.sextongreen.com.au

Licence No,s:
MVRL954 & DL2039
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Antiques
Specialising in Antique, Estate, Art Deco

and Reproduction Jewellery
Peberdy House, 182 Rouse Street (New England Highway)

Tenterfield NSW 2372
Phone 02 6736 1213  Fax 02 6736 4545 Mobile 0429 727 075

Margot Edwina Rees

  Light Meals - Cakes
Soft Drinks - Coffee
Take Away - Dine In

Located within the School of Arts Building
02 6736 4741

Open 9am till 3pm Daily

More of our Business friends
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More of our Business friends

See David, Trish or Barbara
for all your Stationery needs! 

Supporting
the Oracles

Tenterfield NSW

Fx: 02-6736-3240
e: sullivansnewsagency@hotmail.com

340 Rouse Street Tenterfield NSW 2372

Ph: 02 6736 3999

TENTERFIELD TAKEAWAY

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon-Thurs: 9am - 8pm
Fri-Sat: 9am - 8.30pm

Sun: 10am - 8pmPhone Order Welcome!
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More of our Business friends

331 Rouse St, Tenterfield

Amazing Range...Great Service

Homemakers Welcome Home... Furniture & Bedding

02 6736 1098

Tenterfield Health

02 6736 5242

230 Rouse St 
Tenterfield, 2372 

OPEN 
9am-5pm Mon-Fri 

9am-12pm Saturday

For all Your Health Food Needs
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Additional photographs supplied by:
Jenni Donges©, Geoff Newman©, 

Lara Flanagan©, Fran Bulmer© & Ruth Offer©

All Rights Reserved. Copyright photographs cannot 
be resold, copied, displayed in a public place, 

reproduced or republished in any way without the 
prior permission of the copyright owner.
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For your Notes



 

Welcome to 
Tenterfield Shire  

 

“Birthplace of our Nation” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quality: Nature,  
Heritage, Lifestyle 

 

Destination Tenterfield: 
 
A Real Country Community 
 

 Friendly and Welcoming 
 Rich in History 
 Stunning Natural Beauty  
 Village Ambiance 
 Quality Community Facilities 
 Freedom and Solitude 
 Central Location 

 
 

Further Details: 
 

TENTERFIELD SHIRE COUNCIL 
247 Rouse Street 
PO Box 214 
Tenterfield NSW 2372 
 

Phone: (02) 6736 6000 
Fax:  (02) 6736 6005 
 

Email: council@tenterfield.nsw.gov.au 
Website: www.tenterfield.nsw.gov.au 

w
w

w
.tenterfield.nsw

.gov.au 
 

Images supplied by: Peter Reid and Reichlyn Photography. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tourism 

visittenterfield.com.au 
 

Economic Development 
tenterfield.nsw.gov.au 

 
Cinema/Theatre 

tenterfieldcinema.com.au 
 

Community Development 
tenterfield.nsw.gov.au 

 

 
02 6736 6000 

Email: council@tenterfield.nsw.gov.au  
 

#tenterfieldtrue 
 

Photo by @kenwarephotos True Colour 
 True Nature 

Photo by @rikerama 

True Blue Photo by Peter Reid 

True Story 
Photo By @rikerama 




